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FOREST MINI CAMP, Legacy Forest at chinook 
Friday (3:30pm-5:30pm) & saturday (9:00am-5:30pm)

Kids ages 5 to 12 will explore the secrets of the forest and learn new forest 
life skills in this day and a half camp, co-presented by naturalist mentors Dave 
“Caveman” Friedman and Iris Albert.
Caveman is a member of the core team at Calyx Community Arts School, and 
the Founder and Director of Terra-Forma Education. Caveman believes in a 
deeply-connected, earth centered approach to education. Iris has a Bachelors in 
Environmental Studies and has spent the last few years working with Terra-Forma 
Education guiding and mentoring youth in outdoors adventures.

HOW TO REGISTER
Register for our Salish Sea Bioneers Conference 

and/or Forest Mini Camp online: 
www.regonLine.com/wi_bioneers_2015

FEE SCHEDULE
GENERAL REGISTRATION: $195

CATALYST REGISTRATION: $295. Your registration 
at this level directly enables a rising leader with 
financial need to attend the conference. Your 
registration will include a $100 investment in our 
Rising Leaders Scholarship Fund. You will receive a 
letter after the event acknowledging your 501(c)(3)
tax-deductible donation.

YOUTH REGISTRATION: $65, ages 13—18. 

SCHOLARSHIPS available by application online.

FOREST DAY CAMP REGISTRATION: $45. Children 
are also welcome to participate in the full conference 
experience. Children’s meals are half price.

LODGING, MEALS, T-SHIRTS
Lodging space is limited. Cost is $100 + tax per 
person for 2 nights. Most rooms are shared.  

Price for all meals, beginning with lunch on Friday 
and ending with lunch on Sunday, is $130 + tax. 

Meal selection options available during registration.

T-shirts available for sale onsite for $15.

WHIDBEY INSTITUTE
Our mission is to empower, connect, and inspire 
individuals and organizations through programs 
which foster personal development, nurture 
community connections, and address social and 
environmental challenges.

We envision a thriving, engaged network of 
people empowered to create a vital, sustainable, 
and collaborative culture—one which recognizes 
and nurtures both the human community and the 
natural world as integral parts of a whole.

www.whidbeyinstitute.org

BIONEERS
An innovative, national nonprofit educational 
organization highlighting breakthrough solutions for 
restoring people and planet since 1990. Bioneers 
acts as a fertile hub of social and scientific innovators 
with practical and visionary solutions for the world’s 
most pressing environmental and social challenges. 

www.bioneers.org

SALISH SEA BIONEERS
As a local, self-organized Bioneers Resilient 
Communities Network group and Signature Program 
of the Whidbey Institute, Salish Sea Bioneers offers 
community, inspiration, and nature-inspired solutions 
in the bioregion.

www.whidbeyinstitute.org/saLish-sea-bioneers

THE DETAILS CIRCLE OF HOSTS

CRISTINA ORBE is a fierce advocate for creativity, justice and imagination. 
She co-founded FEEST, a nationally recognized youth leadership and food 
justice organization, in 2008. She has been a touring musician and artist 
for the past 13 years. Her most recent album Invisible KIngdoms received 
critical acclaim and she is working on the next one. She recently returned 
from Italy where she formed a small artist collective called Wild Boar. www.
orbe-orbe.com. Photo by Wanda Benvenutti.

KIRIN BHATTI: I live at the nexus of work, play, and social activism. Part 
entrepreneur, part artist and part educator, I’m both dreamer and doer 
hoping to weave a network that supports a world where we can all be our 
whole-selves. After 7 years working at schools across North America as a 
teacher, program developer, director and everything in between I coach 
individuals and consult with non-profits and small businesses with building 
personal mission, strategy, partnerships, programs and culture that prioritize 
self-care, creativity, and social justice.

PAUL “CHE OKE TEN” WAGNER is an award winning Native American 
flutist and internationally-performing ambassador of the traditional songs & 
stories of his Coast Salish tribal ancestors. He enjoys sharing the warmth, 
humor & wisdom of these beautiful “teachings,” (as they are known in the 
sacred tradition of his people) in an engaging & interactive way, interweaving 
his Spirit-gifted songs on Native American flute, along with traditional tribal 
drum songs, his songs have come to him with visions of healing & prayer for 
all relations (tree people, animal people, human people).

Che oke ten is from the Saanich tribe of southern Vancouver Island, British 
Columbia, whose spirit helpers are the Thunderbird & the Whale. His 
ancestral name, “Che oke ten” carries the meaning of a feeling of “watching 
over & caring for the people & things you love for a thousand seasons.”

DAN MAHLE is a group facilitator, social artist, writer, and activist. His role as 
Program Coordinator with the Whidbey Institute includes leading the Salish 
Sea Bioneers program. He is also the catalyst of WholeheartedMasculine.
org, where he writes and facilitates workshops focusing on gender equity 
and healthy masculinity. Dan is a part of an intentional living community in 
Seattle, WA which is committed to transformational learning through deep 
relationship, community engagement, and restorative justice practices. 
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ZARNA JOSHI
Zarna Joshi is a community organizer and activist 
and has often appeared in the media to speak 
for climate justice and social justice issues. She is 
an organizer with Rising Tide Seattle, Earthship 
Seattle, ShellNo Action Council, and numerous 
other grassroots groups. 

Much of her activism stems from her cultural 
upbringing as an Indian daughter. She says: “I 
have a heritage of non-violent direct action. We 
changed the world for the better and we can do so 
again if we come together as a community.” 

She is also a writer, public speaker, and storyteller 
and has published books about Hindu spirituality, 
self-examination, and cross-cultural understanding. 
She does talks with all age groups on climate 
change and its solutions, systems of oppression, 
racial justice, reading and writing, eastern culture, 
and women in history. 

SUNDANCE CHIEF  
RUEBEN GEORGE
Sundance Chief Rueben George is an Indigenous 
community organizer and spiritual leader. He is a 
Lakota Sun Dance Chief and the grandson of Chief 
Dan George, an Oscar-nominated and widely 
respected native leader.

Former Community Development Director for the 
Tsleil-Waututh Nation, Rueben is now Co-Manager 
of the Tsleil-Waututh Nation Sacred Trust helping 
to coordinate the fight against Kinder Morgan’s 
proposed tar sands oil pipeline expansion.

Rueben recently cofounded the Nawtsamaat Alliance to 
expand efforts to stop fossil fuel expansion in the Salish 
Sea. Rueben has two children, and is also a drum maker, 
having handmade over 2000 drums over 20 years.

CIRCLE OF HOSTS

MICHAEL B. MAINE is a socially engaged artist and business consultant. His 
process of working with clients and partners is a slow one intended to build 
strong relationships based on trust and mutual respect and appreciation. His 
goal is to bring people together with shared experiences that allow each 
person to not only recognize the humanity in “the other” but to love and 
celebrate our differences.

CHRISTY LEE-ENGEL practices naturopathic medicine and acupuncture 
with her dear friends at CORE Chiropractic and Wellness in the Lake City 
neighborhood of Seattle, where one of their aspirations is to help people feel 
at home and at ease in their body and their life. She is the founding Director 
of the Center for Mind, Body, Spirit and Nature and teaches naturopathic 
philosophy at Bastyr University, an internationally renowned school of 
natural health arts and sciences in Kenmore. She is also an inspired and 
curious student of mystical Judaism, the Zen koan way, and the healing and 
transformative power of the group process arts.  

KRIS STEINNES founded the Women of Wisdom Foundation and the WOW 
Conference, celebrating its 24th year in 2016. Kris is the author of the 
award winning Women of Wisdom book, and hosts Voices of Women Radio 
Show on Transformation Talk Radio where she highlights women’s voices 
and their stories.  Additionally Kris created an organizational model of co-
creative/circle leadership for WOW and teaches Circle Leadership to people 
interested in changing hierarchical leadership to a shared leadership model.

COLE HOOVER is a social entrepreneur, teacher and activist interested 
in building stronger systems to make our world thrive. Cole works as a 
co-founder of the Social Enterprise Leadership Course and Minor at the 
University of Washington Bothell.  As an entrepreneur Cole’s experience 
spans technology, activism, international development and new approaches 
to education. Cole currently serves as a board member of the Whidbey 
Institute, the Central Coop and as a World Economic Forum “Global 
Shaper”.



4 9

IGNITE TALKS

VICKI ROBIN: 
the chaLLenges oF Launching the 10-day LocaL Food chaLLenge

Joys, challenges, and lessons learned from creating and launching a global 
network of local eaters who commit to 10 days in October of “putting their 
mouths where their mouths are” by eating food from within a 100 mile 
radius of home. How a game structure gets people engaged and committed 
to issues that are often overwhelming. 

THE ROAD TO ATHABASCA:  
transFormation through piLgrimage

Whidbey and Seattle friends return from an 1,100 mile bicycle pilgrimage to 
the tar sands operations near Fort McMurray in Alberta, Canada to share 
stories of connection and transformation around water, oil, money, and life.

LILLIAN HEWKO: 
seeds oF Love—the Land, mind & prison connection

We all deserve an environment that cultivates love, healing and connection. 
Let’s explore how, as we have lost connection with the land and ourselves, 
we have also turned to prisons to provide a sense of safety that is largely a 
false perception, and how together, we can get out of this trance!

MICHAEL B. MAINE: 
homogeneity is a myth

Yes, it’s problematic that almost all of the CEO’s of Fortune 100 Companies 
are white male. It’s also problematic to treat them as one, monolithic 
entity. Michael is addressing the issues of underrepresentation and 
misrepresentation of people in media through a combination of business 
and artistic interventions.

NATIONAL PLENARY PRESENTERS

 (Listed in order oF appearance)

opening taLks by KENNY AUSUBEL and NINA SIMONS,  
bioneers Founders 

maLik yakini- Food, race and Justice

xiuhteZcatL martineZ and itZcuauhtL  
roske-maritineZ youth activist rap duo

erieL deranger- recLaiming our indigeneity and  
our pLace in modern society

ben knight- seLF-organiZing community democracy  
For the internet age

rinku sen- both/and/aLL: environmentaLism and  
raciaL Justice

kim stanLey robinson- rethinking our reLationship  
to the biosphere: a utopian vision oF a new economic  
paradigm

michaeL meade with John densmore- how your 
unique genius can heLp heaL nature and cuLture

Fania davis- RestoRative Justice’s PRomise: HelPing us  
re-invent what it means to be human
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8

8:00am Breakfast, Dining Hall

9:00-10:00am NATIONAL BIONEERS BROADCAST: VIDEOS, Thomas Berry Hall

 HOW YOUR UNIQUE GENIUS CAN HELP HEAL NATURE AND CULTURE with michaeL meade 
(renowned storyteller, author, and scholar of mythology, anthropology, and psychology) and John 
densmore (Legendary drummer with The Doors)

 RESTORATIVE JUSTICE’S PROMISE: HELPING US RE-INVENT WHAT IT MEANS TO BE HUMAN 
with Fania davis, Co-Founder and Executive Director of Restorative Justice for Oakland Youth (RJOY)

 Session hosted by cristina orbé and dan mahLe

10:00-10:30am  IGNITE SPEAKER, Thomas Berry Hall

CASCADIANOW!: TOWARDS A PLACE BASED MOVEMENT with brandon Letsinger,  
Founder/Director of CascadiaNow!

Session hosted by coLe hoover

10:30am Pause

11:00-12:00am REFLECTION & NEXT STEPS, Thomas Berry Hall

  HOW WILL WE MOVE FORWARD - INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY? 

 Session hosted by kris steinnes and christy Lee-engeL

12:00-12:30pm FEEDBACK & GRATITUDE, Thomas Berry Hall

 Session hosted by cristina orbé and dan mahLe

12:30-2:00pm Lunch, Dining Hall

2:00-4:00pm DEPARTURES
 Informal networking, time on the land, goodbyes. Safe travels!

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE, CONTINUED

OPEN FLOOR DANCE 
with peter yanZ

Peter Yanz is a mover who has always valued and prioritized finding 
connection with Mother Earth, whether that’s by getting down and dirty in 
the swamps of his native Minnesota, by connecting with his own earth body 
on the dance floor, or through deep encounter with Earth’s other inhabitants, 
be they human, turtle, tree or stone. Having trained as a teacher of Gabrielle 
Roth’s 5Rhythms moving meditation, Peter is currently studying and teaching 
Open Floor movement practice, an inclusive and simple modality built on the 
common threads found in movement practices around the world.

KRIS STENNES: 
powerFuL Leadership modeL For coLLaborative processes

Kris Steinnes will share the Circle Model of Leadership as an organizational 
infrastructure to bring a co-creative design into your organization.  Created 
to enhance communications, create community, share leadership roles 
and increase accountability, this model helps to build healthy/productive 
processes and relationships that will further your goals and mission. Learn 
the principles that have guided the organization she founded, Women of 
Wisdom, and also their Healing Circle Model for resolving conflict.

BRANDON LETSINGER:  
cascadianow! towards a pLace based movement

Cascadia is our bioregion and home. Come learn about building a positive 
social movement for all of us living here, to protect the things we find 
special, and to celebrate this amazing region. 

IGNITE TALKS

ART & MOVEMENT FACILITATORS

COMMUNITY ARTS
with doe stahr and heather eLder

Heather, an illustrator, graphic artist, 
and activist from Seattle, will lead a 
collaborative art experience in support 
of personal and systemic transformation. 
Doe’s North West Coast style textile 
artwork takes the concept of tribal regalia 
to the architectural scale.



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6

9:00am ARRIVAL & CHECK-IN, Thomas Berry Hall 

10:00-11:45am NATIONAL BIONEERS BROADCAST: VIDEOS, Thomas Berry Hall

 OPENING TALKS by kenny ausubeL and nina simons, Bioneers Founders

 FOOD, RACE AND JUSTICE with maLik yakini, Detroit Black Community Food Security Network

 YOUTH ACTIVIST RAP DUO - xiuhteZcatL martines and itZcuauhtL roske-martines, representing Earth Guardians

 RECLAIMING OUR INDIGENEITY AND OUR PLACE IN MODERN SOCIETY with erieL deranger, 
Athabasca Chepuwyan First Nation

 Session hosted by cristina orbé and dan mahLe

11:45-12:30pm  SALISH SEA BIONEERS WELCOME, Thomas Berry Hall

 WELCOME TO SALISH SEA BIONEERS with dan mahLe, Lead Coordinator

 WELCOME TO THE WHIDBEY INSTITUTE with heather Johnson, Executive Director

 COMMUNITY ART PROJECTS: Introduction with heather eLder and doe stahr

12:30-2:00pm Lunch, Dining Hall

2:00-4:00pm  INTERCONNECTION CAFÉ, Thomas Berry Hall

 EXPLORING OUR STORIES: An Intercultural and Intergenerational Dialogue for Social Change. 
We’ll connect with one another through a series of facilitated, small-group sessions to explore how 
our personal identities weave with the social movements of our time.

 Session hosted by kris steinnes and christy-Lee engeL 

4:00pm Pause

4:30-5:30pm CEREMONIAL SONG & STORY CIRCLE , Thomas Berry Hall

 With pauL “che oke ten” wagner, Native American flutist and storyteller from the Saanich tribe of 
southern Vancouver Island, British Columbia

5:30-7:00pm Dinner, Dining Hall

7:00-8:30pm KEYNOTE PRESENTATIONS, Thomas Berry Hall 

 sundance chieF rueben george is an Indigenous community organizer and spiritual leader from the  
Tsleil- Waututh Nation in northern Vancouver, British Columbia

 Zarna Joshi is a community organizer and activist with Rising Tide Seattle, Earthship Seattle, ShellNo 
Action Council, and numerous other grassroots social and environmental justice groups. 

 Session hosted by dan mahLe

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7 

8:00am Breakfast, Dining Hall

9:00-10:30am NATIONAL BIONEERS BROADCAST: VIDEOS, Thomas Berry Hall

 SELF-ORGANIZING COMMUNITY DEMOCRACY FOR THE INTERNET AGE with ben knight,  
Co-Founder/Director of Loomio

 BOTH/AND/ALL: ENVIRONMENTALISM AND RACIAL JUSTICE with rinku sen,  
President/Executive Director of Race Forward: The Center for Racial Justice Innovation 

 RETHINKING OUR RELATIONSHIP TO THE BIOSPHERE: A UTOPIAN VISION OF A NEW 
ECONOMIC PARADIGM with kim stanLey robinson, a widely-read American sci-fi novelist

 Session hosted by cristina orbé and dan mahLe

10:30am Pause

11:00am-12:30pm IGNITE SPEAKERS, Thomas Berry Hall

 THE CHALLENGES OF LAUNCHING THE 10-DAY LOCAL FOOD CHALLENGE with vicki robin

 HOMOGENEITY IS A MYTH with michaeL b. maine

 POWERFUL LEADERSHIP MODEL FOR COLLABORATIVE PROCESSES with kris steinnes

 SEEDS OF LOVE: THE LAND, MIND & PRISON CONNECTION with LiLLian hewko

 TRANSFORMATION THROUGH PILGRIMAGE with the road to athabasca

 Session hosted by coLe hoover

12:30-2:00pm Lunch, Dining Hall

2:00-2:30pm EMERGENT DIALOGUE: INTRODUCTION, Thomas Berry Hall 

 An opportunity for participants to propose smaller group dialogues to engage more deeply and collectively 
with the themes that have emerged from the gathering so far. We will spend the first 30 minutes hearing one 
another’s pitches and collectively choosing 12-16 sessions to explore throughout the afternoon.

 Session hosted by kirin bhatti and cristina orbé

2:45-4:00pm EMERGENT DIALOGUE, Multiple Locations. 6-8 Concurrent Sessions - Part 1

4:00pm Pause

4:30-5:45pm EMERGENT DIALOGUE, Multiple Locations. 6-8 Concurrent Sessions - Part 2

6:00-7:30pm  Dinner, Dining Hall

7:30-8:30pm  EMERGENT DIALOGUE: REFLECTION, Thomas Berry Hall

 WEAVING THE THREADS - Each group will be invited to share key takeaways in a 3 minute presentation.

 REPORT-BACK FROM THE KIDS’ PROGRAM with iris aLbert and dave “caveman” Friedman

9:00-9:45pm OPEN FLOOR DANCE, Thomas Berry Hall, led by peter yanZ
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for climate justice and social justice issues. She is 
an organizer with Rising Tide Seattle, Earthship 
Seattle, ShellNo Action Council, and numerous 
other grassroots groups. 

Much of her activism stems from her cultural 
upbringing as an Indian daughter. She says: “I 
have a heritage of non-violent direct action. We 
changed the world for the better and we can do so 
again if we come together as a community.” 

She is also a writer, public speaker, and storyteller 
and has published books about Hindu spirituality, 
self-examination, and cross-cultural understanding. 
She does talks with all age groups on climate 
change and its solutions, systems of oppression, 
racial justice, reading and writing, eastern culture, 
and women in history. 

SUNDANCE CHIEF  
RUEBEN GEORGE
Sundance Chief Rueben George is an Indigenous 
community organizer and spiritual leader. He is a 
Lakota Sun Dance Chief and the grandson of Chief 
Dan George, an Oscar-nominated and widely 
respected native leader.

Former Community Development Director for the 
Tsleil-Waututh Nation, Rueben is now Co-Manager 
of the Tsleil-Waututh Nation Sacred Trust helping 
to coordinate the fight against Kinder Morgan’s 
proposed tar sands oil pipeline expansion.

Rueben recently cofounded the Nawtsamaat Alliance to 
expand efforts to stop fossil fuel expansion in the Salish 
Sea. Rueben has two children, and is also a drum maker, 
having handmade over 2000 drums over 20 years.

CIRCLE OF HOSTS

MICHAEL B. MAINE is a socially engaged artist and business consultant. His 
process of working with clients and partners is a slow one intended to build 
strong relationships based on trust and mutual respect and appreciation. His 
goal is to bring people together with shared experiences that allow each 
person to not only recognize the humanity in “the other” but to love and 
celebrate our differences.

CHRISTY LEE-ENGEL practices naturopathic medicine and acupuncture 
with her dear friends at CORE Chiropractic and Wellness in the Lake City 
neighborhood of Seattle, where one of their aspirations is to help people feel 
at home and at ease in their body and their life. She is the founding Director 
of the Center for Mind, Body, Spirit and Nature and teaches naturopathic 
philosophy at Bastyr University, an internationally renowned school of 
natural health arts and sciences in Kenmore. She is also an inspired and 
curious student of mystical Judaism, the Zen koan way, and the healing and 
transformative power of the group process arts.  

KRIS STEINNES founded the Women of Wisdom Foundation and the WOW 
Conference, celebrating its 24th year in 2016. Kris is the author of the 
award winning Women of Wisdom book, and hosts Voices of Women Radio 
Show on Transformation Talk Radio where she highlights women’s voices 
and their stories.  Additionally Kris created an organizational model of co-
creative/circle leadership for WOW and teaches Circle Leadership to people 
interested in changing hierarchical leadership to a shared leadership model.

COLE HOOVER is a social entrepreneur, teacher and activist interested 
in building stronger systems to make our world thrive. Cole works as a 
co-founder of the Social Enterprise Leadership Course and Minor at the 
University of Washington Bothell.  As an entrepreneur Cole’s experience 
spans technology, activism, international development and new approaches 
to education. Cole currently serves as a board member of the Whidbey 
Institute, the Central Coop and as a World Economic Forum “Global 
Shaper”.
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FOREST MINI CAMP, Legacy Forest at chinook 
Friday (3:30pm-5:30pm) & saturday (9:00am-5:30pm)

Kids ages 5 to 12 will explore the secrets of the forest and learn new forest 
life skills in this day and a half camp, co-presented by naturalist mentors Dave 
“Caveman” Friedman and Iris Albert.
Caveman is a member of the core team at Calyx Community Arts School, and 
the Founder and Director of Terra-Forma Education. Caveman believes in a 
deeply-connected, earth centered approach to education. Iris has a Bachelors in 
Environmental Studies and has spent the last few years working with Terra-Forma 
Education guiding and mentoring youth in outdoors adventures.

HOW TO REGISTER
Register for our Salish Sea Bioneers Conference 

and/or Forest Mini Camp online: 
www.regonLine.com/wi_bioneers_2015

FEE SCHEDULE
GENERAL REGISTRATION: $195

CATALYST REGISTRATION: $295. Your registration 
at this level directly enables a rising leader with 
financial need to attend the conference. Your 
registration will include a $100 investment in our 
Rising Leaders Scholarship Fund. You will receive a 
letter after the event acknowledging your 501(c)(3)
tax-deductible donation.

YOUTH REGISTRATION: $65, ages 13—18. 

SCHOLARSHIPS available by application online.

FOREST DAY CAMP REGISTRATION: $45. Children 
are also welcome to participate in the full conference 
experience. Children’s meals are half price.

LODGING, MEALS, T-SHIRTS
Lodging space is limited. Cost is $100 + tax per 
person for 2 nights. Most rooms are shared.  

Price for all meals, beginning with lunch on Friday 
and ending with lunch on Sunday, is $130 + tax. 

Meal selection options available during registration.

T-shirts available for sale onsite for $15.

WHIDBEY INSTITUTE
Our mission is to empower, connect, and inspire 
individuals and organizations through programs 
which foster personal development, nurture 
community connections, and address social and 
environmental challenges.

We envision a thriving, engaged network of 
people empowered to create a vital, sustainable, 
and collaborative culture—one which recognizes 
and nurtures both the human community and the 
natural world as integral parts of a whole.

www.whidbeyinstitute.org

BIONEERS
An innovative, national nonprofit educational 
organization highlighting breakthrough solutions for 
restoring people and planet since 1990. Bioneers 
acts as a fertile hub of social and scientific innovators 
with practical and visionary solutions for the world’s 
most pressing environmental and social challenges. 

www.bioneers.org

SALISH SEA BIONEERS
As a local, self-organized Bioneers Resilient 
Communities Network group and Signature Program 
of the Whidbey Institute, Salish Sea Bioneers offers 
community, inspiration, and nature-inspired solutions 
in the bioregion.

www.whidbeyinstitute.org/saLish-sea-bioneers

THE DETAILS CIRCLE OF HOSTS

CRISTINA ORBE is a fierce advocate for creativity, justice and imagination. 
She co-founded FEEST, a nationally recognized youth leadership and food 
justice organization, in 2008. She has been a touring musician and artist 
for the past 13 years. Her most recent album Invisible Kingdoms received 
critical acclaim and she is working on the next one. She recently returned 
from Italy where she formed a small artist collective called Wild Boar. www.
orbe-orbe.com. Photo by Wanda Benvenutti.

KIRIN BHATTI: I live at the nexus of work, play, and social activism. Part 
entrepreneur, part artist and part educator, I’m both dreamer and doer 
hoping to weave a network that supports a world where we can all be our 
whole-selves. After 7 years working at schools across North America as a 
teacher, program developer, director and everything in between I coach 
individuals and consult with non-profits and small businesses with building 
personal mission, strategy, partnerships, programs and culture that prioritize 
self-care, creativity, and social justice.

PAUL “CHE OKE TEN” WAGNER is an award winning Native American 
flutist and internationally-performing ambassador of the traditional songs & 
stories of his Coast Salish tribal ancestors. He enjoys sharing the warmth, 
humor & wisdom of these beautiful “teachings,” (as they are known in the 
sacred tradition of his people) in an engaging & interactive way, interweaving 
his Spirit-gifted songs on Native American flute, along with traditional tribal 
drum songs, his songs have come to him with visions of healing & prayer for 
all relations (tree people, animal people, human people).

Che oke ten is from the Saanich tribe of southern Vancouver Island, British 
Columbia, whose spirit helpers are the Thunderbird & the Whale. His 
ancestral name, “Che oke ten” carries the meaning of a feeling of “watching 
over & caring for the people & things you love for a thousand seasons.”

DAN MAHLE is a group facilitator, social artist, writer, and activist. His role as 
Program Coordinator with the Whidbey Institute includes leading the Salish 
Sea Bioneers program. He is also the catalyst of WholeheartedMasculine.
org, where he writes and facilitates workshops focusing on gender equity 
and healthy masculinity. Dan is a part of an intentional living community in 
Seattle, WA which is committed to transformational learning through deep 
relationship, community engagement, and restorative justice practices. 



2015 BIONEERS GATHERING
NOVEMBER 6—8

AT THE WHIDBEY INSTITUTE

Revolution fRom the heaRt of natuRe

WWW.WHIDBEYINSTITUTE.ORG
BIONEERS@WHIDBEYINSTITUTE.ORG

6449 OLD PIETILA ROAD
CLINTON, WA 98236

360.341.1884

6449 Pietila Rd
P.O. Box 57

Clinton, WA 98236
360.341.1884

www.whidbeyinstitute.org

M A P S  O F  O U R 
P U B L I C  T R A I L S
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